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Synopsis of project (background/research question/methods to be used/relevant key references):

Background

Several advantages have been shown when comparing laparoscopic to open surgery. Nevertheless, the introduction of a new technology has forced a rethink in the educational delivery to trainees. At a time of increased ethical awareness and importance it is no longer sufficient to allow the patients to bear the cost of the learning curve in terms of increased morbidity and mortality. In the current climate of limited working hours with less training opportunities, there is a need for more effective and efficient training. 

Aim 

To measure the effectiveness of a structured teaching procedure on the laparascopic skills acquisition in novice trainees

Objectives 

1. Assessing proficiency gain curves for novice trainees in laparascopic skills acquisition

2. Measure the impact of structured supervised training on the proficiency gain curve

Methods

Using laparascope-naïve medical students two cohorts will be made. One will be given minimal guidance while the second cohort will receive structured guidance. Performance parameters from laparascopic training tools will allow comparison of the two groups. This will be complemented by questionnaires to assess participants’ view of their own training. 
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